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Kindergarten Curriculum 
 

The Sonoran Science Academy Kindergarten curriculum has a few main objectives: to 
develop a positive attitude about school and learning, to develop pre-reading skills and 
sound out simple words; to organize thought into logical patterns; to develop motor 
coordination; and to foster growth of the student's self-esteem. Each child deserves a good 
beginning, and that is what our Kindergarten program is designed to provide.  We use the 
Saxon Phonics, Spelling and Mathematics program in our Kindergarten class. 

The Saxon Phonics and Spelling program incorporates the major language skills of print 
awareness, phonemic awareness, decoding, fluency, spelling, comprehension, vocabulary 
development, handwriting, and oral communication/listening/speaking. Students are given 
the opportunity to learn by participating in hands-on activities.  The students are instructed 
in a variety of different methods designed to appeal to their individual learning style.  There 
is whole group, small group, and one-on-one instruction for all students.  The Language Arts 
curriculum is integrated with all areas of academic study. 

The Saxon Mathematics program focuses on number skills, geometry skills, and other skills. 
Creative toys, games, and manipulative are used to teach measuring, counting, sorting, 
beginning addition and subtraction, time, and money. 

The Social Studies and Science programs are integrated with Language Arts through 
thematic units. The animal kingdom, universe, fossils, the body, and dinosaurs are among 
the topics explored. Hands-on experiments and discovery help students explore natural and 
physical science.  Field trips, computer programs, and videos enrich the program. 

Art, Music, and Drama: The children's experiences in art, music, and drama are integrated 
with Social Studies and Language Arts. Rhymes, singing, games, song recognition, and 
listening to short musical masterpieces are part of the YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴŜǊΩǎ musical experience. 
They are introduced to Sign language through games and songs. Children have the 
opportunity to express themselves through dramatic play in the classroom. Learning 
centers are used to strengthen math, science, social studies, and language skills. The 



 

 3 

children are given unstructured playtime to develop their imagination as well as their social 
skills.  Students also enjoy one period a week with our school Art teacher, Mrs. hΩƘŀƛǊ. In 
music, students will learn simple music concepts, such as how to keep a beat, high and low 
sounds, etc. Concepts will be conveyed with singing, dancing, and playing simple percussion 
instruments. 

 

Physical Education:  

In order to promote strength, endurance and flexibility, Physical Education will be 
integrated into the school day.  Focus will be placed on skills, games and sportsmanship 

Computer Skills: Basic computer skills are taught; including an introduction to the internet, 
parts of the computer operating system, and parts/functions of the computer.  Computer 
skills are reinforced through a variety of Math, Science, and Phonics programs.  

 
Library 
 
The Kindergarten children will come once a week to hear stories.  Most of the stories will be 
stories that used to be read to children at home and form part of the cultural and literature 
knowledge of the United States.  Some of the stories will deal with holidays or theme days 
ƭƛƪŜ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  
 
Children will learn the parts of a book. They will learn the rules of a library and the care of 
books they borrow. They will learn to turn pages in such a way that they do not tear or 
wrinkle the pages. 
 
They will learn to be a good listener and be able to answer questions about the story 
After story time, the children will choose a book to take back to class for a weeks time. They 
will learn to be responsible to return the book to the library. 
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First Grade Curriculum 
 

First Grade curriculum is based on the Arizona State Curriculum Guidelines for First Grade 
Students.  All materials presented can be referenced within the state standards. Students 
are given the opportunity to learn by participating in a wide variety of activities that are 
age-appropriate and academically challenging.  Instruction draws upon individual learning 
ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ά¢ƻǘŀƭ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-sensory 
participation.  There is whole group, small group, and one-on-one instruction for all 
students.  Instruction is individualized for students with different levels in both Language 
Arts and Mathematics, although all students should have a working Sight Word reading 
vocabulary and be able to perform at least Level 1 in Mathematics.  First grade students are 
given the opportunity to be challenged as scholars and leaders within the classroom 
community.   
 
The Language Arts Program equips students to communicate effectively in their schools 
and in the community.  Students are instructed in Reading, Writing, Listening & Speaking, 
and Viewing & Presenting.  The Language Arts curriculum is integrated with all areas of 
academic study.   Students are expected to read, write, and present material in 
Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and Fine Arts.  The curriculum combines components 
of Saxon Phonics and Whole Language Instruction.  Students learn basic sound 
combinations & word families, syllabication techniques, and language structure.  Emphasis 
is placed on comprehension and fluency once students have become proficient Level 1 
Readers and students enjoy a library science program once a week.  
 
The Saxon Mathematics and Technology Program not only meets but exceeds the Arizona 
State curriculum guidelines for Grade 1.  The curriculum includes data analysis, graphing, 
logic, patterns, algebra, geometry, measurement, number sense, and operations.  Students 
are offered an interactive experience with mathematics materials that include manipulative 
and computer-based instruction.  Instruction is individualized with students being assessed 
every 5-10 lessons.  Students who prove they are ready may move through the Saxon 
program at their own pace, receiving individual and/or small group instruction.  Students 
are instructed in technology skills weekly and apply those skills to a variety of assignments. 




