Lower Elementary Curriculum
2008 -2009




Kindergarten Curriculum

The Sonoran Science Acaderyindergartencurriculum has a few main objectives:to
develop a positive attitude about schooland learning,to develop pre-reading skills and
sound out simple words, to organizethought into logical patterns; to develop motor
coordination;andto foster growth of the student'sselfesteem.Eachchild deservesa good
beginning,and that is what our Kindergartenprogramis designedto provide. We usethe
SaxorPhonics Spellingand Mathematicsprogramin our Kindergarterclass.

The SaxonPhonicsand Spelling program incorporatesthe major languageskills of print
awareness phonemicawarenessdecoding,fluency, spelling,comprehensionyocabulary
development,handwriting,and oral communication/istening/speakingStudents are given
the opportunity to learn by participating in hands activities. The students are instructed
In a variety of different methods designed to appeal to their individual learning style. Thers
Is whole group, small groyand oneon-one instruction for all students. The Language Arts
curriculum isintegrated with all areas of academic study.

The SaxonMathematicsprogramfocuseson numberskills,geonetry skills,and other skills.
Creativetoys, games,and manipulative are usedto teach measuring,counting, sorting,
beginningadditionand subtraction,time, andmoney.

The Social Studies and Scienceprograms are integrated with LanguageArts through
thematic units. Theanimalkingdom,universe,fossils,the body, and dinosaurs are among
the topicsexplored.Handson experimentsand discoveryhelp studentsexplorenaturaland
physicakcience.Fieldtrips, computerprograms,andvideosenrichthe program.

Art, Music, and Drama Thechildren'sexperiencesn art, music,and dramaare integrated
with SocialStudiesand LanguageArts. Rhymes,singing, games, song recognition, and
listeningto short musicalmasterpiecesare part of the Y A y R S NH misicaexp&ibidoea
They are introduced to Sign languagethrough games and songs. Children have the
opportunity to expressthemselvesthrough dramatic play in the classroom.Learning
centers are used to strengthen math, science,social studies, and languageskills. The



childrenare givenunstructuredplaytimeto developtheir imagnation aswell astheir social
skills. Studentsalsoenjoy one period a week with our school Art teacher,Mrs. h Q K InA NJ
music,studentswill learnsimplemusicconcepts,suchashow to keepa beat, highand low
sounds etc. Conceptawill be conveyedwith singing,dancing,andplayingsimplepercussion
instruments.

PhysicaEducation

In order to promote strength, endurance and flexibility, Physical Education will bg
integrated into the school day. Focus will be placed on skills, games and sportgmanshi

ComputerSkills Basiccomputerskillsare taught; includingan introduction to the internet,
parts of the computer operatingsystem,and parts/functionsof the computer. Computer
skillsarereinforcedthrougha variety of Math, Scienceand Phonicgprograms.

Library

The Kindergarten children will come once a week to hear stoMsst of the stories will be
stories that used to be read to children at home and form part of the cultural and literature)
knowledge of the United StatesSome of the stoas will deal with holidays or theme days
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Children will learn the parts of a book. They will learn the rules of a library and the care (
books they borrow. They will learn to turn pages in such a way that they doenotor
wrinkle the pages.

They will learn to be a good listener and be able to answer questions about the story
After story time, the children will choose a book to take back to class for a weeks time. Thg
will learn to be responsible to return the blkdado the library.




First Grade Curriculum

First Grade curriculum is based on the Arizona State Curriculum Guidelines for First Grg
Students. All materials presented can be referenced within the state standards. Student;
are given the oppdunity to learn by participating in a wide variety of activities that are
ageappropriate and academically challenginigistruction draws upon individual learning
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participaton. There is whole group, small group, and emeone instruction for all
students. Instruction is individualized for students with different levels in both Language
Arts and Mathematics, although all students should have a working Sight Word readi
vocabulary and be able to perform at least Level 1 in Mathemattost grade students are
given the opportunity to be challenged as scholars and leaders within the classroo
community.

The Language Arts Prograeguips students to communicate effectiyein their schools
and in the community.Students are instructed in Reading, Writing, Listening & Speaking
and Viewing & PresentingThe Language Arts curriculum is integrated with all areas of
academic study. Students are expected to read, write, angresent material in
Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and Fine Ats.curriculum combines components
of Saxon Phonics and Whole Language Instructi@tudents learn basic sound
combinations & word families, syllabication techniques, and langsageture. Emphasis

is placed on comprehension and fluency once students have become proficient Level
Readers and students enjoy a library science program once a week.

The Saxon Mathematics and Technology Progmaat only meets but exceeds the Arizona
State curriculum guidelines for Grade The curriculum includes data analysis, graphing,
logic, patterns, algebra, geometry, measurement, number sense, and operattindents

are offered an interactive experience with mathematics materials that declmanipulative
and computefrbased instruction.Instruction is individualized with students being assessed
every 510 lessons.Students who prove they are ready may move through the Saxon
program at their own pace, receiving individual and/or small grmgtruction. Students

are instructed in technology skills weekly and apply those skills to a variety of assignmentg







